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| wanted to drive the American roads at the century's end, to look at the country again, from border to border
and beach to beach.... "From earliest boyhood the American road has been part of my life -- central toit, |
would even say. The ranch house in which | spent my first seven years sits only a mile from highway 281,
the long road that traverses the central plains, all the way from Manitoba to the Mexican border at McAllen,
Texas. In winter | could hear the trucks crawling up 281 as | went to sleep. In summer | would sit on the
front porch with my parents and grandparents, watching the lights of cars as they traveled up and down that
road. We were thoroughly landlocked. | had no river to float on, to wonder about. Highway 281 was my
river, its hidden reaches a mystery and an enticement. | began my life beside it and | want to drift down the
entire length of it before | end this book. "Other than curiosity, there's no particular reason for these travels --
just the old desire to be on the move. My destination is also my route, my motive only an interest in having
the nomad in me survive alittle longer. I'm not attempting to take the national pulse, or even my own pulse. |
doubt that | will be having folksy conversations with people | meet as| travel. Today, in fact, | drove 770
miles, from Duluth, Minnesota, to Wichita, Kansas, speaking only about twenty words: a thank-you at a
Quik Stop south of Duluth, where | bought orange juice and doughnuts; alunch order in Bethany, Missouri;
and areguest for aroom once | got to Wichita.... "I intend to travel mainly on the great roads, the interstates:
my routes will be the 10, the 40, the 70, 80, and 90; or if I'm in themood to go north-south, | will mostly use
the 5, the 25, 35, 75. The 95 | intend to ignore. | will, from time to time, switch off the interstates onto
smaller roads, but only if they provide useful connectives, or take me to interesting places that the great
roads -- whose aim is to move you, not educate you -- don't yet go.... "Three passions have dominated my
more than sixty years of mostly happy life: books, women, and the road. As age approaches, the appetite for
long drives may leave me, which iswhy | want to get rolling now.... "The challenge of the solitary traveler is
always the same: to find something "out there" that the reader will enjoy knowing about, or, at least, that the
reader can be persuaded to read about. Usually, if there is no one but themselves in the narrative, the great
travel writers rely on the extremes to which the environment forces them to produce the interest: Antarctica,
and the failure of Scott to beat it, in Apsley Cherry-Garrard's " The Worst Journey in the World" or Arabia's
Empty Quarter and the ability of the Bedouin to "just" beat it, in Wilfred Thesiger's "Arabian Sands." "I don't
think I'm likely to encounter anything so extreme as the snows of Antarctica or the dunes of Arabia aong the
American interstates. At least | hope not. But | want to drive them anyway...just to see what | see. | merely
want to write about the roads as | find them, starting in January of 1999, in Duluth, Minnesota, at the north
end of the long and lonesome 35."-- LARRY MCMURTRY
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From reader reviews:
Mary Ehlers:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Y eah, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Roads :
Driving Americas Great Highways? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. Y ou already know beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Lloyd North:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys thiskind of aren't like that. This Roads : Driving America's Great Highways book is readable
by you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of
Roads : Driving Americas Great Highways content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different asit. So, do you even now
thinking Roads : Driving America's Great Highways is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Gary Muldowney:

This book untitled Roads : Driving America's Great Highways to be one of several books that best seller in
this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get alot of benefit upon it. Y ou will
easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it viaonline. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Richard Starkes:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
new book. It isreally fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
entire day to reading a e-book. The book Roads : Driving America's Great Highways it doesn't matter what
good to read. There are alot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can
mOore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The priceis not to fund but this book possesses
high quality.
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