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In this pathbreaking book, a well-known feminist and sociologist - who is also the Founding Editor of
Gender & Society - challenges our most basic assumptions about gender. Judith Lorber views gender as
wholly a product of socialization subject to human agency, organization, and interpretation. In her new
paradigm, gender is an institution comparable to the economy, the family, and religion in its significance and
consequences. Drawing on many schools of feminist scholarship and on research from anthropology, history,
sociology, social psychology, sociolinguistics, and cultural studies, Lorber explores different paradoxes of
gender: why we speak of only two "opposite sexes" when there is such a variety of sexual behaviors and
relationships; why transvestites, transsexuals, and hermaphrodites do not affect the conceptualization of two
genders and two sexes in Western societies; why most of our cultural images of women are the way men see
them and not the way women see themselves; why all women in modern society are expected to have
children and be the primary caretaker; why domestic work is almost always the sole responsibility of wives,
even when they earn more than half the family income; why there are so few women in positions of
authority, when women can be found in substantial numbers in many occupations and professions; and why
women have not benefitted from major social revolutions. Lorber argues that the whole point of the gender
system today is to maintain structured gender inequality - to produce a subordinate class (women) that can be
exploited as workers, sexual partners, childbearers, and emotional nurturers. Calling into question the
inevitability and necessity of gender,she envisions a society structured for equality, where no gender, racial
ethnic, or social class group is allowed to monopolize economic, educational, and cultural resources or the
positions of power.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Davis:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can help
people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Paradoxes of Gender book as this book offers you
rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you know.

Elizabeth Fischer:

The publication with title Paradoxes of Gender has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a
lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this
reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can
read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Richard Broderick:

Paradoxes of Gender can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away
because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place
every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Paradoxes of Gender yet doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This
great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Kathryn Hill:

You can get this Paradoxes of Gender by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it
could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are
various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the
modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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