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The story of the Adam Joseph Lewis Center at Oberlin College--the first substantially green building to be
built on a college campus--encompasses more than the particulars of one building. In Design on the Edge,
David Orr writes about the planning and design of Oberlin's environmental studies building as part of a
larger story about the art and science of ecological design and the ability of institutions of higher learning
themselves to learn.The Lewis Center, which has attracted worldwide attention as a model of ecological
design, operates according to environmental principles. It is powered entirely by solar energy, features
landscaping with fruit trees and vegetable gardens, and houses a Living Machine, which processes all
wastewater for reusein the building or landscape. Orr puts the Lewis Center into historical design context
and describes the obstacles and successes he encountered in obtaining funds and college approval,
interweaving the particulars of the center with thoughts on the larger environmental and societal issues the
building processillustrates.Equal parts analysis, personal reflection, and call to action, Design on the Edge
illustrates the process of institutional change, institutional learning, and the political economy of design. It
describes how the idea of the Lewis Center originated and was translated into reality with the help of such
environmental visionaries as William McDonough and John Todd, and how the building has performed since
its completion.College and university administrators will spend 17 billion dollars on new buildings over the
next few years. Design on the Edgeis essential reading for architects, planners, and environmentalists who
need to sell the innovations of ecological design to wary institutions, and for educators and students whose
profession is undermined by the very buildings they work in--and for anyone who has ever tried to change an
organization for the better.
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From reader reviews:
Bruce Jones:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a guide will give you alot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of several waysto
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Design on the Edge: The Making of a High-Performance Building, you could tells your family, friends and
soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

James Anderson:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Design on the Edge: The
Making of a High-Performance Building that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world
much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So, for every you
who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Design on the Edge: The Making of a
High-Performance Building become your current starter.

Blake Wester man:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, and also soon. The Design on the Edge: The Making of a High-Performance Building provide you
with a new experience in reading a book.

Amy Arwood:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news.
Within this modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. I1sn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Design on the Edge: The Making of a High-Performance Building when you essential it?
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