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Like their predecessors throughout the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries, popes John Paul II and
Benedict XVI have emphasized the importance of philosophy in the Catholic intellectual tradition. In his
encyclical Fides et ratio (1998), John Paul II called on philosophers “to have the courage to recover, in the
flow of an enduringly valid philosophical tradition, the range of authentic wisdom and truth.” Where the late
pope spoke of an “enduringly valid tradition,” Jacques Maritain and other Thomists often have referred to the
“perennial tradition” or to “perennial philosophy.” Words of Wisdom responds to John Paul's call for the
development of this tradition with a much-needed dictionary of terms. 

As a resource for students in colleges, universities, and seminaries, as well as for teachers of the perennial
tradition and interested general readers, Words of Wisdom occupies a unique place. It offers precise, yet
clear and understandable accounts of well over a thousand key philosophical terms, richly cross-referenced.
It also explains significant terms from other philosophical movements with which Thomism (and the
Catholic intellectual tradition more generally) has engaged—either through debate or through judicious and
creative incorporation. Moreover, it identifies a number of theological and doctrinal expressions to which
perennial philosophy has contributed. Finally, it provides a comprehensive bibliography of works by
Aquinas in English, expositions and discussions of perennial themes, and representative examples from the
writings of all philosophers and theologians mentioned in dictionary entries.

“A good dictionary is a great thing. In over 1,000 entries, Words of Wisdom manages to be concise, as it
must be, and complete where it should be. Its notes on usage by contemporary scholars I find particularly
helpful. Students and teachers alike will be grateful to Dr. Carlson for taking up the challenge of John Paul II
to appreciate and illuminate the ‘great tradition of philosophy.’” —David Ruel Foster, Athenaeum of Ohio
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From reader reviews:

Brian Wilson:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Words of Wisdom: A Philosophical Dictionary for
the Perennial Tradition. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important a book Words of Wisdom: A Philosophical Dictionary for the Perennial Tradition.
You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since
from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a
book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to
the library. Let's examine.

Theodore Rios:

Exactly why? Because this Words of Wisdom: A Philosophical Dictionary for the Perennial Tradition is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your talent and
your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the
book store hurriedly.

Denise Lee:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Words of Wisdom: A
Philosophical Dictionary for the Perennial Tradition can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not
a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Adam Schneider:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Words of Wisdom: A Philosophical
Dictionary for the Perennial Tradition.
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