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“Camp,” Mae West told Playboy, “is the kinda comedy where they imitate me.” But what was West doing, if
not camp itself? Guilty Pleasures puts women back into the history of camp, a story long confined to gay
male practice. Emphasizing the distinctive roles women have played as producers and consumers of camp,
Pamela Robertson links her subject to feminist discussions of gender parody, performance, and
spectatorship. Her book offers a heady tour of social and cultural criticism at its most interesting, and
American culture at its most flamboyant.
Robertson grounds her theoretical discussion of female performance and spectatorship in detailed studies of
figures such as Mae West, Joan Crawford, and Madonna. She locates these figures in turn within a tradition
of feminist camp—a female form of aestheticism related to masquerade and rooted in burlesque, parallel to
but different from gay male camp. Through analyses of films from Gold Diggers of 1933 to Johnny Guitar,
as well as video and television, Robertson shows how the gold digger is to feminist camp what the dandy is
to gay male camp—its original personification and defining voice. Set against a backdrop of social history,
her analysis demonstrates that feminist camp flourishes during periods of antifeminist backlash in America,
and that it reflects a working-class sensibility particularly attuned to changing attitudes toward women’s
work and sexuality.
Appealing to a wide range of scholars spanning the fields of film and mass culture, feminism,
gay/lesbian/queer studies, and cultural studies, Guilty Pleasures will also attract an audience of general
readers interested in camp and popular culture.
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From reader reviews:

Rafael Runyan:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Guilty Pleasures: Feminist Camp
from Mae West to Madonna will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make
you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of
best book or suitable book with you?

Martha Albarado:

The knowledge that you get from Guilty Pleasures: Feminist Camp from Mae West to Madonna could be the
more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Guilty Pleasures: Feminist Camp from Mae West to
Madonna giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can
be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can
go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific Guilty
Pleasures: Feminist Camp from Mae West to Madonna instantly.

John Davis:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Guilty Pleasures: Feminist Camp
from Mae West to Madonna that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how
they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person
but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you could pick Guilty Pleasures: Feminist Camp from Mae West to Madonna
become your own personal starter.

Jasper Parsons:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top listing in your reading list is definitely Guilty Pleasures: Feminist Camp from Mae West to Madonna.
This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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