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Big Bertha, Germany's World War I top secret mobile artillery piece, easily destroyed French and Belgian
forts, helping set the stage for trench warfare.

In the first days of World War I, Germany unveiled a new weapon - the mobile 42cm (16.5 inch) M-Gerät
howitzer. At the time, it was the largest artillery piece of its kind in the world and a closely guarded secret.
When war broke out, two of the howitzers were rushed directly from the factory to Liege where they quickly
destroyed two forts and compelled the fortress to surrender. After repeat performances at Namur, Maubeuge
and Antwerp, German soldiers christened the howitzers 'Grosse' or 'Dicke Berta' (Fat or Big Bertha) after
Bertha von Krupp, owner of the Krupp armament works that built the howitzers. The nickname was soon
picked up by German press which triumphed the 42cm howitzers as Wunderwaffe (wonder weapons), and
the legend of Big Bertha was born. To the Allies, the existence of the howitzers came as a complete surprise
and the sudden fall of the Belgian fortresses spawned rumors and misinformation, adding to the 42cm
howitzer's mythology.

In reality, 'Big Bertha" was but the last in a series of large-caliber siege guns designed by the German Army
for the purpose of destroying concrete fortifications. It was also only one of two types of 42cm calibre
howitzers built for the army by Krupp and only a small part of the siege artillery available to the German
Army at the outset of the war. Such were the successes of the German siege guns that both the French and
British Armies decided to field their own heavy siege guns and, after the German guns handily destroyed
Russian forts during the German offensives in the east in 1915, the French Army abandoned their forts.
However, by 1916, as the war settled into a stalemate, the effectiveness of the siege guns diminished until,
by war's end, 'Big Bertha' and the other siege guns were themselves outmoded.

This book details the design and development of German siege guns before and during World War I, to
include four models of 30.5cm mortars, two versions of 28cm howitzers, and two types of 42cm howitzers
(including 'Big Bertha'); in total, eight different types of siege guns. Accompanying the text are many rare,
never before published, photographs of 'Big Bertha' and the other German siege guns. Colour illustrations
depict the most important aspects of the German siege artillery.
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From reader reviews:

Wayne Millican:

In other case, little folks like to read book 42cm 'Big Bertha' and German Siege Artillery of World War I
(New Vanguard). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important a new book 42cm 'Big Bertha' and German Siege Artillery of World War I (New
Vanguard). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book as
well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Lucille Roller:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide 42cm 'Big Bertha' and German Siege
Artillery of World War I (New Vanguard) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading a new
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best
book or appropriate book with you?

Richard Martinez:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one having theme
for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual 42cm 'Big Bertha' and German Siege Artillery of World
War I (New Vanguard) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Arthur Prince:

This 42cm 'Big Bertha' and German Siege Artillery of World War I (New Vanguard) is new way for you
who has attention to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you
upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this 42cm
'Big Bertha' and German Siege Artillery of World War I (New Vanguard) can be the light food for yourself
because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that
is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make
them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-



book kind for your better life and also knowledge.
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