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The extraordinary social history of Rickwood Field isthe story of baseball itself, gloriously evoked for
the centennial of America’soldest ballpark.

Those fortunate fans who attended Opening Day on August 18, 1910 could not have had the slightest inkling
that their brand new stadium would one day be the oldest active professional ballpark in America. Nor could
they have possibly imagined how dramatically baseball would transform itself over the course of a century.
Back then there were no high-powered agents, no steroids dominating the sports headlines, no gleaming,
billion-dollar stadiums with corporate sky boxes that lit up the neon sky. There was only the wood and the
raw hide, the mitt and the cap, and the game as it was played a few miles from downtown Birmingham,
Alabama.

Allen Barra has journeyed to his native Alabamato capture the glories of a century of baseball lore. In
chronicling Rickwood Field' s history, he also tells of segregated baseball and the legendary Negro Leagues
while summoning the ghosts of the players themselves —Ty Cobb, Honus Wagner, Babe Ruth, Satchel
Paige, Josh Gibson, Ted Willians, and Willie Mays — who still haunt baseball’ s oldest Cathedral. But
Rickwood Field, a place where the Ku Klux Klan once held rallies, has now become a symbol of hope and
triumph, a stadium that reflects the evolution of a city where baseball was, for decades, virtually the sole
connecting point between blacks and whites.

While other fabled stadiums have yielded to the wrecker’ s ball, baseball’ s Garden of Eden seems
increasingly invulnerable to the ravages of time. Indeed, the manually operated scoreboard still uses numbers
painted on metal sheets, and on the right field wall, the Burma Shave sign hangs just asit did when the
legendary Black Barons called the stadium their own. Not surprisingly, thereisno slick or artificial turf here,
only grass—and it’s been trodden by the cleats of greats from Shoel ess Joe Jackson to Reggie Jackson.
Drawing on extensive interviews, best-selling author Barra evokes a southern city once rife with racial
tension where atattered ballpark was, and resplendently still is, arare beacon of hope. Both arelic of
America s past and a guidepost for baseball’ s future, Rickwood Field follows the evolution of anation and
its pastime through our country’s oldest active ballpark. 58 black-and-white photographs
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From reader reviews:
Lidia Hill:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want
by a publication. Book has a different type. We al know that that book is important point to bring us around
the world. Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Rickwood Field: A Century in
Americas Oldest Ballpark will make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel far more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It isfar
from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with
you?

L ouis Jackson:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which isinside the former life are challenging to be find than now istaking
seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possihilities will not happen with you if you take Rickwood Field: A Century in America's Oldest Ballpark
as your daily resource information.

Dave Edwards;

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. Y ou can choose the very
best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book
Rickwood Field: A Century in Americas Oldest Ballpark. Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing
the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you
must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Cara Shaver:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get a
half elements of the book. Y ou can choose often the book Rickwood Field: A Century in America's Oldest
Ballpark to make your reading is interesting. Y our own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression
about book and looking at especialy. It isto beinitial opinion for you to like to available a book and read it.
Beside that the e-book Rickwood Field: A Century in America's Oldest Ballpark can to be your brand new
friend when you're experience a one and confuse in what must you're doing of thistime.
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