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The subjects of this book are the subjects whose subjects are themselves.

Narcissus so himself himself forsook,
And died to kiss his shadow in the brook.

In accusing the introspective Adonis of narcissistic self-absorption, Shakespeare's Venus employs a
geminative construction - 'himself himself' - that provides a keynote for this study of Renaissance reflexive
subjectivity. Through close analysis of a number of Shakespearean texts - including Venus and Adonis,
Romeo and Juliet, Julius Caesar, Hamlet, and Othello - his book illustrates how radical self-reflection is
expressed on the Renaissance page and stage, and how representations of the two seemingly extreme figures
of the narcissist and self-slaughterer are indicative of early-modern attitudes to introspection. Encompassing
a broad range of philosophical, theological, poetic, and dramatic texts, this study examines period
descriptions of the early-modern subject characterized by the rhetoric of reciprocation and reflection. The
narcissist and the self-slaughter provide models of dialogic but self-destructive identity where private
interiority is articulated in terms of self-response, but where this geminative isolation is understood as self-
defeating, both selfish and suicidal. The study includes work on Renaissance revisions of Ovid, classical
attitudes to suicide, the rhetoric of friendship literature, discussion of early-modern optic theory, and an
extended discussion of narcissism in the epyllia tradition. Sustained textual analysis offers new readings of
major Shakespearean texts, allowing familiar works of literature to be seen from the unusual and anti-social
perspectives of their narcissistic and suicidal protagonists.
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From reader reviews:

Megan Rivera:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Narcissism and Suicide in
Shakespeare and his Contemporaries that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as
your good habit, you may pick Narcissism and Suicide in Shakespeare and his Contemporaries become your
own starter.

Ella Nebel:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Narcissism and Suicide in Shakespeare and
his Contemporaries can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out
of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these publications have than the others?

Brandon Erickson:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Narcissism and Suicide in Shakespeare and his
Contemporaries was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Narcissism and
Suicide in Shakespeare and his Contemporaries has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents.
For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there.
So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose
the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.

Joel Peterson:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Narcissism and Suicide in Shakespeare and his Contemporaries can make
you truly feel more interested to read.
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