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Can looking at disaster and mass death destroy us? Forgetting Lot's Wife provides a theory and a
fragmentary history of destructive spectatorship in the twentieth century. Its subject is the notion that the
sight of historical catastrophe can destroy the spectator. The fragments of this history all lead back to the
story of Lot's wife: looking back at the destruction of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, she turns into a
pillar of salt. This biblical story of punishment and transformation, a nexus of sexuality, sight, and cities,
becomes the template for the modern fear that looking back at disaster might petrify the spectator. Although
rarely articulated directly,this idea remains powerful in our culture. This book traces some of its aesthetic,
theoretical, and ethical consequences. Harries traces the figure of Lot's wife across media. In extended
engagements with examples from twentieth-century theater, film, and painting, he focuses on the theatrical
theory of Antonin Artaud, a series of American films, and paintings by Anselm Kiefer. These examples all
return to the story of Lot's wife as a way to think about modern predicaments of the spectator. On the one
hand, the sometimes veiled figure of Lot's wife allows these artists to picture the desire to destroy the
spectator; on the other, she stands as a sign of the potential danger to the spectator. These works, that is,
enact critiques of the very desire that inspires them.The book closes with an extended meditation on
September 11, criticizing the notion that we should have been destroyed by witnessing the events of that day.
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From reader reviews:

Jesus Loveless:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Forgetting Lot's Wife: On Destructive
Spectatorship will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every
thing. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun.
Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Kathy Donnelly:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will probably update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know what type you should start with. This Forgetting Lot's Wife: On Destructive Spectatorship is
our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Lowell Seymour:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Forgetting Lot's Wife: On Destructive
Spectatorship, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind
of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Kyra Franson:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the
books in the top listing in your reading list will be Forgetting Lot's Wife: On Destructive Spectatorship. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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