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A handful of great landmark books in the scientific renaissance forever changed how we look at our place in
the universe. The first of these was Nicolaus Copernicus’ De Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium, Libri VI
(Six books on the revolutions of the heavenly spheres). Published in 1543, the year of the Polish
astronomer’s death, De Revolutionibus gave a revolutionary new blueprint for the planetary system. The
earth, instead of resting solidly in the center of the cosmos, was set awhirl, spinning on its axis every twenty-
four hours and revolving around a distant, fixed sun. The new cosmology was not a clarion call from the
stars, inevitable and proven by fresh Renaissance observations of the planets; instead it was something truly
subtle and wonderful, a "theory pleasing to the mind." Chapter 10, with its famous sun-centered diagram of
the planetary system, was intended to convince not by physical or astronomical "proof," but by aesthetics, by
the beauty of the explanation. Clearly the persuasion would be in the eye of the beholder.

Each of Copernicus’ arguments concerns the planets, those heavenly bodies that moved against the fixed
patterns of the distant stars. He demonstrated that the principal complications in the planetary motions could
be elegantly explained by attributing movement to the earth itself. From a geometric point of view,
Copernicus’ arguments were highly compelling, but to the great majority of his contemporaries, any claims
for physical reality seemed ridiculous. If the earth were spinning daily on its axis, a stone thrown upward
would surely land in another county. As the great Danish astronomer Tycho Brahe would say later in the
sixteenth century, "The Copernican arrangement nowhere offends the principles of mathematics, but it casts
the earth, a lazy, sluggish body unfit for motion, into a movement as fast as the aetherial torches [i.e., the
stars themselves]."

Commentary by Owen Gingerich, searchable English translation and Latin live text.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Bryant:

This De Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium (Latin and English Edition) book is not ordinary book, you have
it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside
this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information
you will get. That De Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium (Latin and English Edition) without we
comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry De
Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium (Latin and English Edition) can bring if you are and not make your bag
space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This De
Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium (Latin and English Edition) having very good arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Douglas Holmes:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This De Revolutionibus Orbium
Coelestium (Latin and English Edition) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Robin Castillo:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is De Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium (Latin and English Edition) this book
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does
the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.

Thomas Pilcher:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
all right you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like De Revolutionibus
Orbium Coelestium (Latin and English Edition) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's observe.
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