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The book investigates the determinants of social capital across 85 European regions capturing the renewed
interest among social capital theorists for the importance of active secondary groups in supporting the correct
functioning of society and its democratic institutions. Robert Putnam merged quantitative and historical
analyses, suggesting that the lack of social capital in the south of Italy was mainly due to a peculiar historical
development rather than being the product of a mix of structural socio-economic factors, a conclusion that
has been the subject of fierce criticism and debate.

Emanuele Ferragina analyzes the influence of income inequality, economic development, labor market
participation and national divergence. By complementing these socio-economic explanations with a
comparative historic-institutional analysis between two deviant cases (Wallonia and the south of Italy) and
two regular cases (Flanders and the north east of Italy), the findings suggest that income inequality, labor
market participation and national divergence are important factors in explaining the lack of social capital.
Furthermore, the traditional historical determinism is refuted with the formulation of the sleeping social
capital theory.

Sociologists, political scientists, economic historians and scholars interested in comparative methods and
European politics and policy will find this informative book invaluable.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Cunningham:

This Social Capital in Europe: A Comparative Regional Analysis are generally reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Social Capital in Europe: A Comparative
Regional Analysis can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this Social Capital in Europe: A Comparative Regional Analysis forcing you to
have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Jo Daigneault:

Often the book Social Capital in Europe: A Comparative Regional Analysis will bring that you the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Social Capital in Europe: A Comparative
Regional Analysis is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Katherine Sorenson:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to you
personally is Social Capital in Europe: A Comparative Regional Analysis this book consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made
some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

April Young:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Social Capital in Europe: A
Comparative Regional Analysis which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
view.
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