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"This is a ground-breaking book on a subject of capital importance, and I think [it] should start a debate
about modern literature with a rich potential for further development." ?Michael Scammell

Return from the Archipelago is the first comprehensive historical survey and critical analysis of the vast
body of narrative literature about the Soviet gulag. Leona Toker organizes and characterizes both fictional
narratives and survivors’ memoirs as she explores the changing hallmarks of the genre from the 1920s
through the Gorbachev era. Toker reflects on the writings and testimonies that shed light on the veiled
aspects of totalitarianism, dehumanization, and atrocity. Identifying key themes that recur in the narratives-
arrest, the stages of trial, imprisonment, labor camps, exile, escapes, special punishment, the role of chance,
and deprivation.Toker discusses the historical, political, and social contexts of these accounts and the ethical
and aesthetic imperative they fulfill. Her readings provide extraordinary insight into the prisoners’
experiences of the Soviet penal system. Special attention is devoted to the writings of Varlam Shalamov and
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, but many works that are not well known in the West, especially those by women,
are addressed. Consideration is also given to events that recently brought many memoirs to light years after
they were written. A pioneering book on an important subject, Return from the Archipelago is an
authoritative resource for scholars in Russian history and literature.
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From reader reviews:

Stacey Williams:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Return from the Archipelago: Narratives of Gulag Survivors. Try to the
actual book Return from the Archipelago: Narratives of Gulag Survivors as your pal. It means that it can to
be your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know
every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Truman Gallagher:

With other case, little people like to read book Return from the Archipelago: Narratives of Gulag Survivors.
You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important the book Return from the Archipelago: Narratives of Gulag Survivors. You can add know-how
and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can
know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library.
Let's study.

Dorothy Saunders:

The book Return from the Archipelago: Narratives of Gulag Survivors gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book
Return from the Archipelago: Narratives of Gulag Survivors to become your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like available and read a book Return from the Archipelago: Narratives of Gulag Survivors.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you
think about this reserve?

Juana Kitchen:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By book Return
from the Archipelago: Narratives of Gulag Survivors we can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book Return from the Archipelago:



Narratives of Gulag Survivors. You can more appealing than now.
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