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Thisis asweeping and provocative work of aesthetic theory: atrenchant critique of the philosophy of art asiit
developed from the eighteenth century to the early twentieth century, combined with a carefully reasoned
pleafor anew and more flexible approach to art.

Jean-Marie Schaeffer, one of France's leading aestheticians, explores the writings of Kant, Schlegel, Novalis,
Hegel, Schopenhauer, Nietzsche, and Heidegger to show that these diverse thinkers shared a common
approach to art, which he calls the "speculative theory." According to this theory, art offers a specia kind of
intuitive, quasi-mystical knowledge, radically different from the rational knowledge acquired by science.
This view encouraged theorists to consider artistic geniuses the high-priests of humanity, creators of works
that reveal the invisible essence of the world. Philosophers came to regard inexpressibility asthe aim of art,
refused to consider second-tier creations genuine art, and helped to create conditions in which the genius was
expected to shock, puzzle, and mystify the public. Schaeffer shows that this speculative theory helped give
birth to romanticism, modernism, and the avant-garde, and paved the way for an unfortunate divorce
between art and enjoyment, between "high art" and popular art, and between artists and their public.

Rejecting the specul ative approach, Schaeffer concludes by defending a more tolerant theory of art that gives
pleasure its due, includes popular art, tolerates less successful works, and accounts for personal tastes.

"[A] remarkable work.... [ Schaeffer's] writing is governed by ... the ideals of clarity and consequence, the
ideas of logic, truth, and evidence.... Schaeffer is so precise and unrelenting a philosophical critic that one
wonders how some of the philosophies he anatomizes here can possibly survive the operation.”--From the
foreword by Arthur C. Danto
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From reader reviews:
Ginger Amundson:

The book Art of the Modern Age: Philosophy of Art from Kant to Heidegger (New French Thought Series)
give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable much more
increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your
subject. If you can make looking at abook Art of the Modern Age: Philosophy of Art from Kant to
Heidegger (New French Thought Series) to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about several or al subjects. You are able to know everything if you like
available and read a publication Art of the Modern Age: Philosophy of Art from Kant to Heidegger (New
French Thought Series). Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or
some others. So, how do you think about this e-book?

Roberto Reyes:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in thisworld can share
their idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story as well astheir experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them isthis Art of the
Modern Age: Philosophy of Art from Kant to Heidegger (New French Thought Series).

Shirley Martins:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is Art of the Modern Age: Philosophy of Art from Kant to Heidegger (New
French Thought Series) this guide consist alot of the information in the condition of thisworld now. This
kind of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The diaect styles that writer require to
explainit is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why
this book appropriate al of you.

Garth McDonald:

Isit anindividua who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Art of the Modern Age: Philosophy of Art
from Kant to Heidegger (New French Thought Series) can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you



know. Y ou are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new erais common
not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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