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The last century of Ming rule (1368-1644) in China saw an unparalleled and short-lived loosening of the
restraints of conventional Confucian morality in both art and literature, and the two novellas translated in Of
Woman by Woman are representative of that trend. Both were written under pseudonyms, and although there
is evidence that both appeared first in the mid to late sixteenth-century, neither their authorship nor
publication date can be established with any precision. Both were proscribed in the eighteenth-century
literary inquisition of the Qianlong emperor, and remained banned in China until copies first appeared on the
Internet in the 1990s. They are still largely unknown there, and hence have received scant attention from
scholars both in East and West. Both, however, are milestones in China’s literary history.
The first, Lord of Perfect Satisfaction (Ruyijun zhuan), recounts the amours of China’s one and only female
emperor, Wu Zetian, who exercised power for her incompetent husband for almost three decades in the
glorious Tang dynasty. In 690, she overthrew the Tang and proclaimed herself the «Holy and Divine
Emperor,» of a new Zhou dynasty which she ruled until her forced abdication and the Tang restoration in
705. History tells us that after she was widowed, she embarked upon a number of sexual liaisons, and
throughout her sixties and into her seventies enjoyed a series of young lovers. The boudoir scenes in the
novella constitute China’s earliest examples of wholly explicit carnality, and can thus be regarded as the
«fountainhead» of Chinese eroticism.
The second, Memoir of a Crazy Old Woman (Chipozi zhuan), appeared a few decades later and, in semi-
autobiographical style, tells the tale of an upper-class woman whose sexual appetites lead her to ruin and a
reclusive old age. In this single work, we see the full spectrum of sexual decadence in the late-Ming -
seduction and rape, group sex and incest, and even an encounter with a Buddhist abbot. In spite of the
pseudonym «Madame Hibiscus», previous commentators have stubbornly refused to believe that a female
could have penned such an erotic, even «pornographic», work. The translators challenge this view,
suggesting that this is the earliest work of erotica in world literary history whose author was, indeed, a
woman.
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Sharma:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Of Woman by Woman: Two Erotic Novellas from Ming
China. Translated with an Introduction by R.W.L. Guisso and Lenny Hu (Asian Thought and Culture). Try to
face the book Of Woman by Woman: Two Erotic Novellas from Ming China. Translated with an
Introduction by R.W.L. Guisso and Lenny Hu (Asian Thought and Culture) as your friend. It means that it
can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you
can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Toni Bays:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Of Woman by Woman: Two Erotic
Novellas from Ming China. Translated with an Introduction by R.W.L. Guisso and Lenny Hu (Asian
Thought and Culture) book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Ruth Brown:

This book untitled Of Woman by Woman: Two Erotic Novellas from Ming China. Translated with an
Introduction by R.W.L. Guisso and Lenny Hu (Asian Thought and Culture) to be one of several books which
best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You
will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher of
the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Thomas Schwan:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Of Woman by Woman: Two Erotic
Novellas from Ming China. Translated with an Introduction by R.W.L. Guisso and Lenny Hu (Asian
Thought and Culture) e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which
can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question Of Woman by Woman: Two
Erotic Novellas from Ming China. Translated with an Introduction by R.W.L. Guisso and Lenny Hu (Asian
Thought and Culture) as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book



that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional
sixth sense.
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