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Marie de France and the Poetics of Memory presents the first exhaustive treatment of the rhetorical use of
description and memory in all the narrative works of the late 12th-century poet, Marie de France--the first
woman to compose literary texts in French. Though she had no access to treatises devoted solely to the arts
of memory that were to develop in the centuries following her own, she nonetheless exemplifies some of the
same techniques that are extolled by their authors.

Logan E. Whalen's insightful study begins with a discussion of Marie's literary plan in light of classical
rhetoric and the art of inventio, or literary topical invention, that developed in the Middle Ages. He then
demonstrates how the fifty-six-line prologue that precedes Marie de France's Lais gives an outline of her
literary plan, not only for the narrative texts that follow in that particular collection, but also for the whole of
her poetic corpus.

Marie's use of description in the Lais shows the way in which she creates an imaginative locus that is
conducive to memory through her elaborate descriptions of people, animals, places, events, and an
assortment of inanimate objects. Her Fables is examined in light of the way in which scribes and
illuminators of the centuries that immediately followed the composition of these texts interpreted them
scripturally and iconographically. Finally, Whalen compares the structure of memory and description in the
two works the Espurgatoire seint Patriz and the Vie seinte Audree--a text that has traditionally been ascribed
to an anonymous author but that has recently been argued to be a fourth text by Marie de France.

Logan E. Whalen is assistant professor of French at the University of Oklahoma.

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK:

"Logan Whalen's work brings together all the elements of memory and remembrance in the four works
attributed to Marie and he demonstrates just how important use of memory was to her narrative invention



and to her success in bringing her texts to the 12th-century audience. The book is well thought out and
develops its thesis in a thorough and reasonable manner." -- Emanuel Mickel, Encomia

"This slim book is best appreciated as an act of homage to two writers who happen to be women. Logan E.
Whalen's love for his subject, the twelfth-century Anglo-Norman poet known as Marie de France, is manifest
on every page." -- Monica Brzezinski Potkay, Christianity and Literature

"Logan Whalen's work brings together all the elements of memory and remembrance in the four works
attributed to Marie and he demonstrates just how important use of memory was to her narrative invention
and to her success in bringing her texts to the 12th-century audience. The book is well thought out and
develops its thesis in a thorough and reasonable manner." -- Emanuel Mickel, Encomia

"Whalen's book begins with helpful introductory sections on the rhetorical foundations of medieval memory
as well as the art of descriptio.... This study elegantly enriches our understanding of Marie by illuminating
her relationships to her literary communities, her successors, and her broader cultural contexts in the visual
and plastic arts." -- Seeta Chaganti, H-France Review

"[A] thoughtful and persuasive study." -- Sally L. Burch, French Studies

"The book is among the first comprehensive studies of Marie de France's writing to include La vie Seinte
Audree among the works attributed to her since June Hall McCash's influential article was published in
Speculum (July 2002). Additionally, Whalen's analysis contributes fresh evidence to the case for Marie's
authorship of the Audree."--Paula Leverage, Speculum
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From reader reviews:

Edward Apodaca:

This Marie de France and the Poetics of Memory book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information
you will get. This specific Marie de France and the Poetics of Memory without we recognize teach the one
who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Marie de France and
the Poetics of Memory can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come
to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Marie de France and the Poetics of
Memory having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Kimberly Kiser:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Marie de France and the Poetics of Memory, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Marilyn Vance:

This Marie de France and the Poetics of Memory is great guide for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having Marie de France and the Poetics of Memory in your hand like keeping the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs.
hectic do you still doubt which?

Richard Nix:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in the top
listing in your reading list is usually Marie de France and the Poetics of Memory. This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and



review this publication you can get many advantages.
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