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Hoping to complete its transcontinental route, the Northern Pacific Railroad set out in 1872 to survey the
Yellowstone Valley. An emissary from the Lakota chief Sitting Bull had warned the two surveying
expeditions (eastern and western) not to enter the valley. But no one—certainly no Northern Pacific
investor—was worried about taking the Indian threat seriously.

As it turned out, the Indians were deadly serious—and successful. The firsthand accounts compiled here by
M. John Lubetkin document the survey’s three-month struggle with the Lakotas and other Plains Indian
people. Before Custer: Surveying the Yellowstone, 1872 tells the story of a military and public relations
disaster. Much to the surprised dismay of U.S. Army strategists and railroad executives, the Indians
repeatedly harrassed army forces of nearly a thousand men. One surveying party turned back, without
meeting its objectives, after a determined attack led by Sitting Bull. The other also retreated, and one ambush
it encountered resulted in the death of a member of President Ulysses S. Grant’s family and the narrow
escape of the railroad’s lead engineer.

The previously unpublished documents that Lubetkin has collected and annotated also tell a parallel story:
that of the dire consequences of the railroad’s problems for the country. When the Northern Pacific’s
expansion plans were thwarted, the nation’s largest private banking house failed, leading to the Panic of
1873. The fighting brought Sitting Bull to national attention and led directly to George Armstrong Custer’s
transfer to the Department of Dakota.

The vivid eyewitness accounts artfully assembled here reveal the failures of alcoholic army commanders and
show personal encounters between soldiers and Indians, among them the formidable Lakota warrior known
as Gall. Before Custer tells of a little-known but crucial episode in the history of westward expansion and
Native peoples’ efforts to halt that expansion.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Leavens:

This Before Custer: Surveying the Yellowstone, 1872 (Frontier Military Series) book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. That Before Custer: Surveying the Yellowstone, 1872
(Frontier Military Series) without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't become worry Before Custer: Surveying the Yellowstone, 1872 (Frontier Military Series)
can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have
it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Before Custer: Surveying the Yellowstone, 1872 (Frontier
Military Series) having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Jerry Hull:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Before Custer: Surveying the
Yellowstone, 1872 (Frontier Military Series) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as
this book serves what you want and need in this era.

John Silver:

You may get this Before Custer: Surveying the Yellowstone, 1872 (Frontier Military Series) by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try
to choose right ways for you.

Claire Davis:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Before Custer: Surveying the Yellowstone, 1872
(Frontier Military Series) to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open
up a book and learn it. Beside that the book Before Custer: Surveying the Yellowstone, 1872 (Frontier



Military Series) can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of the time.
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