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Inside these pages lies the bloody epic of liberty, the British Iliad.

The second volume of Simon Schama's A History of Britain brings the histories of Britain's civil wars -- full
of blighted idealism, shocking carnage, and unexpected outcomes -- startlingly to life. These conflicts were
fought unsparingly between the nations of the islands -- Ireland, England, and Scotland -- and between
parliament and the crown. Shattering the illusion of a "united kingdom," they cost hundreds of thousands of
lives: a greater proportion of the population than died in the First World War.

When religious passion gave way to the equally consuming passion for profits, it became possible for the
pieces of Britain to come together as the spectacularly successful business enterprise of "Britannia
Incorporated." And in a few generations that business state expanded in a dizzying process that transformed
what had been an obscure, off-shore footnote to Europe's great powers into the main event -- the most
powerful empire in the world.

Yet somehow, it was the "wrong empire." The British considered it a bastion of liberty, yet it was based on
military force and the enslavement of hundreds of thousands of Africans. In America, the emptiness of
British claims to protect "freedom" was thrown back into the teeth of colonial governors and redcoat
soldiers, while the likes of Sam Adams and George Washington inherited the mantle of Cromwell.

Simon Schama grippingly evokes the horror of the battle, famine, and plague; the flames of burning cities;
the pathos of broken families, with fathers and sons forced to choose opposing sides. But he also captures the
intimacies of palace and parliament and the seductions of profit and pleasure. Geniuses like John Milton,
Thomas Hobbes, and Benjamin Franklin stalk vividly through his pages, but so do Scottish clansmen,
women pamphleteers, and literate, eloquent African slaves like Olaudah Equiano.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Spangler:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This A History of Britain, Vol. 2: The Wars of the British, 1603-1776
book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer involving A History of Britain, Vol. 2: The Wars of the British, 1603-1776 content conveys prospect
easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it
just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking A History of Britain, Vol. 2: The Wars of the
British, 1603-1776 is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Mary Brunner:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the characters do
it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this A History of
Britain, Vol. 2: The Wars of the British, 1603-1776, you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Lillian Vaughn:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled A
History of Britain, Vol. 2: The Wars of the British, 1603-1776 your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you
never get previous to. The A History of Britain, Vol. 2: The Wars of the British, 1603-1776 giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better
life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Patricia Meyer:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And
also you know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you



knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about
something by book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is
actually A History of Britain, Vol. 2: The Wars of the British, 1603-1776.
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