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With the abolition of the transatlantic slave trade in 1808, many African Americans began calling for "a day
of publick thanksgiving" to commemorate this important step toward freedom. During the ensuing century,
black leaders built on this foundation and constructed a distinctive and vibrant tradition through their
celebrations of the end of slavery in New York State, the British West Indies, and eventually the United
States as a whole. In this revealing study, Mitch Kachun explores the multiple functions and contested
meanings surrounding African American emancipation celebrations from the abolition of the slave trade to
the fiftieth anniversary of U.S. emancipation.

Excluded from July Fourth and other American nationalist rituals for most of this period, black activists used
these festivals of freedom to encourage community building and race uplift. Kachun demonstrates that, even
as these annual rituals helped define African Americans as a people by fostering a sense of shared history,
heritage, and identity, they were also sites of ambiguity and conflict. Freedom celebrations served as
occasions for debate over black representations in the public sphere, struggles for group leadership, and
contests over collective memory and its meaning.

Based on extensive research in African American newspapers and oration texts, this book retraces a vital if
often overlooked tradition in African American political culture and addresses important issues about black
participation in the public sphere. By illuminating the origins of black Americans' public commemorations, it
also helps explain why there have been increasing calls in recent years to make the "Juneteenth" observance
of emancipation an American -- not just an African American -- day of commemoration.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Rector:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you
busy particular person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored
faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to
answer that question because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Festivals of
Freedom: Memory and Meaning in African American Emancipation Celebrations, 1808-1915 to read.

Minerva Gagliano:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy
read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Festivals of Freedom: Memory
and Meaning in African American Emancipation Celebrations, 1808-1915 is kind of reserve which is giving
the reader unforeseen experience.

Brenda Schweiger:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Festivals of
Freedom: Memory and Meaning in African American Emancipation Celebrations, 1808-1915 suitable to
you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Festivals of
Freedom: Memory and Meaning in African American Emancipation Celebrations, 1808-1915is one of
several books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before.
The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of
this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Phyllis Kelly:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Festivals of Freedom: Memory and
Meaning in African American Emancipation Celebrations, 1808-1915 is simple to create you can read it in
the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed
book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in
your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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