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Western esotericism has now emerged as an academic study in its own right, combining spirituality with an
empirical observation of the natural world while also relating the humanity to the universe through a
harmonious celestial order. Thisintroduction to the Western esoteric traditions offers a concise overview of
their historical development.

Nicholas Goodrick-Clarke explores these traditions, from their roots in Hermeticism, Neo-Platonism, and
Gnosticism in the early Christian era up to their reverberations in today's scientific paradigms. While the
study of Western esotericism is usually confined to the history of ideas, Goodrick-Clarke examines the
phenomenon much more broadly. He demonstrates that, far from being a strictly intellectual movement, the
spread of esotericism owes agreat deal to geopolitics and globalization. In Hellenistic culture, for example,
the empire of Alexander the Great, which stretched across Egypt and Western Asiato provincesin India,
facilitated a mixing of Eastern and Western cultures. As the Greeks absorbed ideas from Egypt, Babylon,
Assyria, and Persia, they gaverise to the first esoteric movements.

From the late sixteenth to the eighteenth centuries, post-Reformation spirituality found expression in
theosophy, Rosicrucianism and Freemasonry. Similarly, in the modern era, dissatisfaction with the
hegemony of sciencein Western culture and alack of faith in traditional Christianity led thinkers like
Madame Blavatsky to look East for spiritual inspiration. Goodrick-Clarke further examines Modern esoteric
thought in the light of new scientific and medical paradigms along with the analytical psychology of Carl
Gustav Jung. This book traces the complete history of these movements and is the definitive account of
Western esotericism.
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From reader reviews:
Carl Adams:

With other case, little folks like to read book The Western Esoteric Traditions: A Historical Introduction.

Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how isimportant a
book The Western Esoteric Traditions: A Historical Introduction. Y ou can add expertise and of course you
can around the world by way of abook. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful
thing you can know that. In this era, we could open abook or searching by internet device. It is called e-
book. Y ou may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Thomas Brown:

The Western Esoteric Traditions: A Historical Introduction can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer
giving his’her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Western Esoteric
Traditions: A Historical Introduction yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along
with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Karen Schanz;

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It al right you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Western Esoteric
Traditions: A Historical Introduction which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Tracy Cluck:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by net on social media. Y ou can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by ssimply searching fromit. Itis
called of book The Western Esoteric Traditions: A Historical Introduction. Y ou can add your knowledge by
it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to
read. It ismost crucia that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other
place.
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