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A study of the lives of popular theater artists, Stigmas of the Tamil Stage is the first in-depth analysis of
Special Drama, a genre of performance unique to the southernmost Indian state of Tamilnadu. Held in towns
and villages throughout the region, Special Drama performances last from 10 p.m. until dawn. There are no
theatrical troupes in Special Drama; individual artists are contracted “specially” for each event. The first two
hours of each performance are filled with the kind of bawdy, improvisational comedy that is the primary
focus of this study; the remaining hours present more markedly staid dramatic treatments of myth and
history. Special Drama artists themselves are of all ages, castes, and ethnic and religious affiliations; the one
common denominator in their lives is their lower-class status. Artists regularly speak of how poverty
compelled their entrance into the field.

Special Drama is looked down upon by the middle- and upper-classes as too popular, too vulgar, and too
“mixed.” The artists are stigmatized: people insult them in public and landlords refuse to rent to them.
Stigma falls most heavily, however, on actresses, who are marked as “public women” by their participation
in Special Drama. As Susan Seizer’s sensitive study shows, one of the primary ways the performers deal
with such stigma is through humor and linguistic play. Their comedic performances in particular directly
address questions of class, culture, and gender deviations—the very issues that so stigmatize them. Seizer
draws on extensive interviews with performers, sponsors, audience members, and drama agents as well as on
careful readings of live Special Drama performances in considering the complexities of performers’ lives
both on stage and off.
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From reader reviews:

Madeline Wayt:

The book Stigmas of the Tamil Stage: An Ethnography of Special Drama Artists in South India can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a
book Stigmas of the Tamil Stage: An Ethnography of Special Drama Artists in South India? A few of you
have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Stigmas of the Tamil Stage: An Ethnography of
Special Drama Artists in South India has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can search the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Jennifer Walker:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Stigmas of the Tamil Stage: An Ethnography of
Special Drama Artists in South India as your daily resource information.

Donald Davisson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Stigmas of the Tamil Stage: An
Ethnography of Special Drama Artists in South India publication written by well-known writer who knows
well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
uncertainty Stigmas of the Tamil Stage: An Ethnography of Special Drama Artists in South India as good
book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its
protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Kirk Banks:

This Stigmas of the Tamil Stage: An Ethnography of Special Drama Artists in South India is great e-book for
you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can point
out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Stigmas of the Tamil Stage: An Ethnography of Special Drama Artists in South



India in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say
that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So ,
this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?
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