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The relevance of Christianity is as hotly contested today as it has ever been. A New History of Early
Christianity shows how our current debates are rooted in the many controversies surrounding the birth of the
religion and the earliest attempts to resolve them. Charles Freeman’s meticulous historical account of
Christianity from its birth in Judaea in the first century A.D. to the emergence of Western and Eastern
churches by A.D. 600 reveals that it was a distinctive, vibrant, and incredibly diverse movement brought into
order at the cost of intellectual and spiritual vitality. Against the conventional narrative of the inevitable
“triumph” of a single distinct Christianity, Freeman shows that there was a host of competing Christianities,
many of which had as much claim to authenticity as those that eventually dominated. Looking with fresh
eyes at the historical record, Freeman explores the ambiguities and contradictions that underlay Christian
theology and the unavoidable compromises enforced in the name of doctrine.

Tracing the astonishing transformation that the early Christian church underwent—from sporadic niches of
Christian communities surviving in the wake of a horrific crucifixion to sanctioned alliance with the
state—Charles Freeman shows how freedom of thought was curtailed by the development of the concept of
faith. The imposition of "correct belief," religious uniformity, and an institutional framework that enforced
orthodoxy were both consolidating and stifling. Uncovering the difficulties in establishing the Christian
church, he examines its relationship with Judaism, Gnosticism, Greek philosophy and Greco-Roman society,
and he offers dramatic new accounts of Paul, the resurrection, and the church fathers and emperors.
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From reader reviews:

Anne Larsen:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which you should start with. This A New History of Early Christianity is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

James Senters:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this A New History of Early Christianity
book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Anthony Tipton:

The guide untitled A New History of Early Christianity is the book that recommended to you to read. You
can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that article author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, to
ensure the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book
of A New History of Early Christianity from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Helen McClain:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is A New History of Early Christianity.
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