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In 1971, while U.S. ground forces were prohibited from crossing the Laotian border, a South Vietnamese
Army corps, with U.S. air support, launched the largest airmobile operation in the history of warfare, Lam
Son 719. The objective: to sever the North Vietnamese Army’s main logistical artery, the Ho Chi Minh Trail,
at its hub, Tchepone in Laos, an operation that, according to General Creighton Abrams, could have been the
decisive battle of the war, hastening the withdrawal of U.S. forces and ensuring the survival of South
Vietnam. The outcome: defeat of the South Vietnamese Army and heavy losses of U.S. helicopters and
aircrews, but a successful preemptive strike that met President Nixon’s near-term political objectives.

Author Robert Sander, a helicopter pilot in Lam Son 719, explores why an operation of such importance
failed. Drawing on archives and interviews, and firsthand testimony and reports, Sander chronicles not only
the planning and execution of the operation but also the maneuvers of the bastions of political and military
power during the ten-year effort to end Communist infiltration of South Vietnam leading up to Lam Son 719.
The result is a picture from disparate perspectives: the Kennedy, Johnson, and Nixon administrations; the
South Vietnamese government led by President Nguyen Van Thieu; and senior U.S. military commanders
and army aviators.

Sander’s conclusion is at once powerful and persuasively clear. Lam Son 719 was doomed in both the
planning and execution—a casualty of domestic and international politics, flawed assumptions, incompetent
execution, and the resolve of the North Vietnamese Army. A powerful work of military and political history,
this book offers eloquent testimony that “failure, like success, cannot be measured in absolute terms.”
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Jones:

This Invasion of Laos, 1971: Lam Son 719 book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this e-book incredible
fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This Invasion of
Laos, 1971: Lam Son 719 without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't always be worry Invasion of Laos, 1971: Lam Son 719 can bring any time you are and not
make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even
cell phone. This Invasion of Laos, 1971: Lam Son 719 having great arrangement in word and also layout, so
you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Antonia Parham:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This Invasion of Laos, 1971: Lam Son 719 book is readable by simply you
who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Invasion
of Laos, 1971: Lam Son 719 content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the content but it just different available as it. So , do you still thinking
Invasion of Laos, 1971: Lam Son 719 is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Adrienne Helms:

This Invasion of Laos, 1971: Lam Son 719 is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or
else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Invasion of Laos, 1971: Lam Son 719 can be the light
food for you because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books
produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People
who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you
cannot find any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to
knowledge.

Jennifer Valdovinos:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
internal or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring
as well as can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to



reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Invasion of Laos, 1971: Lam Son 719 can make you sense more
interested to read.
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