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First published in 1895, Sir Frederick Pollock and Frederic William Maitland's legal classic The History of
English Law before the Time of Edward I expanded the work of Sir Edward Coke and William Blackstone
by exploring the origins of key aspects of English common law and society and with them the development
of individual rights as these were gradually carved out from the authority of the Crown and the Church.
Although it has been more than a century since its initial publication, Pollock and Maitland's work is still
considered an accessible and useful foundational reference for scholars of medieval English law.

Volume one begins with an examination of Anglo-Saxon law, goes on to consider the changes in law
introduced by the Normans, then moves to the twelfth-century "Age of Glanvill," with the first great
compilation of English laws and customs, followed by the thirteenth-century "Age of Bracton," author of
another major treatise on the same subject. Volume two takes up different areas of English law topic by
topic, or as its authors labeled it, "The Doctrines of English Law in the Early Middle Ages." They consider
land tenure, marriage and wardship, fealty, the ranks of men both free and unfree, aliens, Jews,
excommunicates, women, and the churches and the King, before turning to the various jurisdictions of that
decentralized era.

The History of English law before the Time of Edward I helps readers explore the origins of English legal
exceptionalism and through the English tradition the basis of the law of America, Canada, Australia, and
other nations. This work is of interest to legal scholars, historians of the Middle Ages, political scientists,
political philosophers, and all those interested in Anglo-Saxon law and early law and society.

Sir Frederick Pollock (1845–1937) was educated at Eton before going to Trinity College, Cambridge. He
was admitted to the bar in 1871 and to the Privy Council in 1911. He taught at the University of Oxford from
1883 to 1903. Pollock wrote The Law of Torts and The Principles of Contract and served as editor of the
Law Quarterly Review and editor-in-chief of the Law Reports, the volumes in which decisions of the English
courts were published. Later he was made a judge of the admiralty court of the Cinque Ports.

Frederic William Maitland (1850–1906) was an English jurist and historian who, like Pollock, attended
Eton and then Trinity College, Cambridge. Maitland began publishing legal history in 1884 and four years
later he was elected to the Downing Chair of the Laws of England. He founded the Selden Society in 1886
and served as its general editor.
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From reader reviews:

David Packard:

The knowledge that you get from The History of English Law before the Time of Edward I: In Two Volumes
may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The History of English Law before the
Time of Edward I: In Two Volumes giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys
their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy
to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you
for having this The History of English Law before the Time of Edward I: In Two Volumes instantly.

Karl Irwin:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can
spent all day every day to reading a publication. The book The History of English Law before the Time of
Edward I: In Two Volumes it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this
book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you
can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price
is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Lisa Phelps:

This The History of English Law before the Time of Edward I: In Two Volumes is great publication for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can claim
no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having The History of English Law before the Time of Edward I: In Two Volumes in your hand
like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer
you world within ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Julie Gibson:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The History of English Law before the Time of
Edward I: In Two Volumes can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have



point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing
more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have The History of
English Law before the Time of Edward I: In Two Volumes.
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