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Addressing the question of the origins of the Zoroastrian religion, this book argues that the intransigent
opposition to the cult of the da?vas, the ancient Indo-Iranian gods, is the root of the development of the two
central doctrines of Zoroastrianism: cosmic dualism and eschatology (fate of the soul after death and its
passage to the other world).

The da?va cult as it appears in the G?th?s, the oldest part of the Zoroastrian sacred text, the Avesta, had
eschatological pretentions. The poet of the G?th?s condemns these as deception. The book critically
examines various theories put forward since the 19th century to account for the condemnation of the da?vas.
It then turns to the relevant G?thic passages and analyzes them in detail in order to give a picture of the cult
and the reasons for its repudiation. Finally, it examines materials from other sources, especially the Greek
accounts of Iranian ritual lore (mainly) in the context of the mystery cults. Classical Greek writers
consistently associate the nocturnal ceremony of the magi with the mysteries as belonging to the same
religious-cultural category. This shows that Iranian religious lore included a nocturnal rite that aimed at
ensuring the soul’s journey to the beyond and a desirable afterlife.

Challenging the prevalent scholarship of the Greek interpretation of Iranian religious lore and proposing a
new analysis of the formation of the Hellenistic concept of ‘magic,’ this book is an important resource for
students and scholars of History, Religion and Iranian Studies.
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From reader reviews:

Theodore May:

The feeling that you get from The Daeva Cult in the Gathas: An Ideological Archaeology of Zoroastrianism
(Iranian Studies) will be the more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you
get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but The Daeva Cult in
the Gathas: An Ideological Archaeology of Zoroastrianism (Iranian Studies) giving you joy feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read it
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this The Daeva Cult in the Gathas: An Ideological Archaeology of
Zoroastrianism (Iranian Studies) instantly.

Candice Foushee:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Daeva Cult in the Gathas: An Ideological
Archaeology of Zoroastrianism (Iranian Studies) as the daily resource information.

Gary Carter:

This book untitled The Daeva Cult in the Gathas: An Ideological Archaeology of Zoroastrianism (Iranian
Studies) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read
this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail
store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for
your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Harrison Johnson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly,
that is look different you can read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read
you can spent all day every day to reading a reserve. The book The Daeva Cult in the Gathas: An Ideological
Archaeology of Zoroastrianism (Iranian Studies) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have



enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of
your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.
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