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'The biological birth of the human infant and the psychological birth of the individual are not coincident in
time. The former is a dramatic, observable, and well-circumscribed event; the latter a slowly unfolding intra
psychic process.'Thus begins this highly acclaimed book in which Margaret S. Mahler and her collaborators
break new ground in developmental psychology and present the first complete theoretical statement of Dr.
Mahler's observations on the normal separation-individuation process.Separation and individuation are
presented in this major work as two complementary developments. Separation is described as the child's
emergence from a symbiotic fusion with the mother, while individuation consists of those achievements
making the child's assumption of his own individual characteristics. Each of the sub-phases of separation-
individuation is described in detail, supported by a wealth of clinical observations which trace the tasks
confronting the infant and his mother as he progresses towards achieving his own individuality.A number of
chapters are devoted to following five children epigenetically through their sub phase development. A
separate section describes the authors' methodology, the importance of the research setting, and the effects of
changes in the setting. The extensive appendices by Fred Pine discuss the uniqueness of the data-gathering
techniques used by the author. In addition, a useful glossary of concepts defines the new terms that Dr.
Mahler has introduced.This book represents an important breakthrough in understanding the human infant
and makes a unique contribution to the science of human behavior.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Robinette:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication The Psychological Birth of the
Human Infant: Symbiosis and Individuation will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably
more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading a book make
you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
acceptable book with you?

Alice Black:

The reason why? Because this The Psychological Birth of the Human Infant: Symbiosis and Individuation is
an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Donna Dalessio:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
short period of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to be go
through. The Psychological Birth of the Human Infant: Symbiosis and Individuation can be your answer
since it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Alexander Goodman:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in
the top record in your reading list is actually The Psychological Birth of the Human Infant: Symbiosis and
Individuation. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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