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The African American Family Album is a collection of the memories and experiences of a people who were
first Africans, then slaves, and finally African Americans. Unlike most other immigrants to this country, the
majority of Africans were brought to America against their will. The first slaves from Africa arrived in the
Americas in the 16th century. Over the next 450 years, it is estimated that more than 11 million Africans
(some think as many as 40 million) were taken from their homeland in the largest forcible movement of
people in history. Torn from Africa, chained and forced to endure the "middle passage" to their new country,
destined for a lifetime of slavery--this was the historical beginning of the American experience for most of
today's African Americans. But there are cases of Africans who avoided or escaped that fate to becomes
explorers and pioneers in the New World. Those fortunate few are also part of The African American Family
Album, as are the 4 million African Americans who found themselves newly freed at the end of the Civil
War. Their struggles to gain financial independence were thwarted by prejudice and hatred, and the enforced
separation of the races. With little political or economic power, many found freedom to be but one step
above slavery.

The Great Migration between 1910 and 1950 brought millions from the tenant farms and towns of the South
to settle in northern cities, one of the greatest population shifts the United States has ever experienced. This
migration was one African Americans chose to make themselves. They moved for the same reasons that have
brought other immigrant groups to the United States--to escape persecution and injustice and to find a better
life. In the process, African Americans brought with them the blues, jazz, and gospel music that were to
transform the culture of America. In cities and in the rural areas, in both the North and South, family loyalty,
religion, and finally a movement for civil rights that brought purpose and hope to millions became key
elements that held the African American family together.

In their own words--from interviews, letters, diaries, newspaper articles, and published writings--the story of
the African American unfolds in this moving and significant Family Album. Photographs culled from
archives, news sources, and family collections make the history that is told here real and immediate. Profiles
of Sojourner Turth, Booker T. Washington, W. E. B. Du Bois, Toni Morrison, and other notable African
Americans are included, as are the words of such famous figures as Jackie Robinson, Spike Lee, Langston
Hughes, Hank Aaron, Ralph Abernathy, and many others less famous who also proudly call themselves
African Americans. They bring the story up to date, and reinforce the importance of their African roots to
today's African American. Their history is part of our country's story now, and an important component in
the great American Family Album.

The titles in the American Family Albums series tell the multicolored and often heroic stories of American
immigrant groups, largely through their own words and pictures. Like any family album or scrapbook, the
pages contain many period photographs and other memorabilia. These join with original documents--
including selections from diaries, letters, memoirs, and newspapers--to bring the immigrant experience
vividly to life.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Bates:

The book The African American Family Album (American Family Albums) can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a
book The African American Family Album (American Family Albums)? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right
now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for
each other; you could share all of these. Book The African American Family Album (American Family
Albums) has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous
world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Carol Smith:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this The
African American Family Album (American Family Albums).

Patricia Baker:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to be go
through. The African American Family Album (American Family Albums) can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Vincent Espinoza:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book The African American Family Album
(American Family Albums) to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just
read it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to
like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the publication The African American Family Album
(American Family Albums) can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what
must you're doing of these time.
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