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To most people, the term "opera house" conjures up images of mink-coated dowagers accompanied by
tuxedo-clad men in the gilded interiors of opulent buildings like the Met in New Y ork or La Scalain Milan.
However, the opera house in the United States has a far more varied-and far more interesting-history than
that stereotypeimplies. In Local Glories, Ann Satterthwaite explores the creative, social, and communal
roles of the thousands of opera houses that flourished in small towns across the country.

By 1900, opera houses were everywhere: on second floors over hardware stores, in grand independent
buildings, in the back rooms of New England town halls, and even in the bowels of a Mississippi department
store. With travel made easier by the newly expanded rail lines, Sarah Bernhardt, Mark Twain, and John
Philip Sousa entertained thousands of townspeople, as did countless actors, theater and opera companies,
innumerable minor league magicians, circuses, and lecturers, and even 500 troupes that performed nothing
but Uncle Tom's Cabin. Often the town's only large space for public assembly, the local opera house served
asaplacefor loca activities such as school graduations, recitations, sports, town meetings, elections,
political rallies, and even social dances and roller skating parties. Considered local landmarks, often in
distinctive architect-designed buildings, they aroused considerable pride and reinforced town identity. By
considering states with distinctly different histories--principally Maine, Nebraska, Vermont, New Y ork, and
Colorado--Satterthwaite describes the diversity of opera houses, programs, audiences, buildings, promoters,
and supporters--and their hopes, dreams, and ambitions.

In the twentieth century, radio and movies, and later television and changing tastes made these opera houses
seem obsol ete. Some were demoalished, while others languished for decades until stalwart revivers
discovered them again in the 1970s. The resuscitation of these opera houses today, an example of historic
preservation and creative reuse, reflects the timeless quest for cultural inspiration and for local engagement
to counter the anonymity of the larger world. These "local glories' are where art and community meet,
forging connections and making communities today, just as they did in the nineteenth century.
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From reader reviews:
Charles Tapia:

Here thing why that Local Glories: Opera Houses on Main Street, Where Art and Community Meet are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading abook is good but it really depends in the content of
computer which isthe content is as delicious as food or not. Local Glories: Opera Houses on Main Street,
Where Art and Community Meet giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with Local Glories: Opera Houses on Main Street,
Where Art and Community Meet. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing
which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. Y ou can easily bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having difficultiesin
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Local Glories: Opera Houses on Main Street, Where Art and
Community Meet in e-book can be your choice.

Joanna Weekley:

Now aday folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How alot
more to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Local Glories: Opera
Houses on Main Street, Where Art and Community Meet book because this book offers you rich information
and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody
knows.

Jennifer Yost:

Y ou can spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Local Glories: Opera Houses on Main Street,
Where Art and Community Meet is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as
well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you ssimpler to read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are alot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.

William Hayes:

Beside thiskind of Local Glories: Opera Houses on Main Street, Where Art and Community Meet in your
phone, it might give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you fedl like an
outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Local Glories: Opera Houses on Main Street,
Where Art and Community Meet because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally
have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have
thisin your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use



you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from currently!
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