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In the late eighteenth century, an array of European political thinkers attacked the very foundations of
imperialism, arguing passionately that empire-building was not only unworkable, costly, and dangerous, but
manifestly unjust. Enlightenment against Empire is the first book devoted to the anti-imperialist political
philosophies of an age often regarded as affirming imperial ambitions. Sankar Muthu argues that thinkers
such as Denis Diderot, Immanuel Kant, and Johann Gottfried Herder developed an understanding of humans
as inherently cultural agents and therefore necessarily diverse. These thinkers rejected the conception of a
culture-free "natural man." They held that moral judgments of superiority or inferiority could be made
neither about entire peoples nor about many distinctive cultural institutions and practices.

Muthu shows how such arguments enabled the era's anti-imperialists to defend the freedom of non-European
peoples to order their own societies. In contrast to those who praise "the Enlightenment" as the triumph of a
universal morality and critics who view it as an imperializing ideology that denigrated cultural pluralism,
Muthu argues instead that eighteenth-century political thought included multiple Enlightenments. He reveals
a distinctive and underappreciated strand of Enlightenment thinking that interweaves commitments to
universal moral principles and incommensurable ways of life, and that links the concept of a shared human
nature with the idea that humans are fundamentally diverse. Such an intellectual temperament, Muthu
contends, can broaden our own perspectives about international justice and the relationship between human
unity and diversity.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Chabot:

The e-book untitled Enlightenment against Empire is the e-book that recommended to you to study. You can
see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research when write the book, so the information
that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Enlightenment
against Empire from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Cathrine Hart:

The publication with title Enlightenment against Empire posesses a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right now. That is important
to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

Ricky Bradley:

Why? Because this Enlightenment against Empire is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting
for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was
fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside of easier to understand,
entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the
other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to
postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Faye Bolin:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This publication Enlightenment against Empire was filled about science. Spend your
free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has various feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In
the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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