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Throughout the past millennium, certain Tibetan Buddhist yogins have taken on profoundly norm-
overturning modes of dress and behavior, including draping themselves in human remains, consuming filth,
provoking others to violence, and even performing sacrilege. They became known far and wide as "madmen"
(smyon pa, pronounced nyönpa), achieving a degree of saintliness in the process. This book offers the first
comprehensive study of Tibet's "holy madmen" drawing on their biographies and writings, as well as tantric
commentaries, later histories, oral traditions, and more.

Much of The Holy Madmen of Tibet is dedicated to examining the lives and legacies of the three most
famous "holy madmen" who were all of the Kagyü sect: the Madman of Tsang (author of The Life of
Milarepa), the Madman of Ü, and Drukpa Künlé, Madman of the Drukpa Kagyü. Each born in the 1450s,
they rose to prominence during a period of civil war and of great shifts in Tibet's religious culture.

By focusing on literature written by and about the "holy madmen" and on the yogins' relationships with their
public, this book offers in-depth looks at the narrative and social processes out of which sainthood arises, and
at the role biographical literature can play in the formation of sectarian identities. By showing how
understandings of the "madmen" have changed over time, this study allows for new insights into current
notions of "crazy wisdom." In the end, the "holy madmen" are seen as self-aware and purposeful individuals
who were anything but insane.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Upton:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Holy Madmen
of Tibet, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can
inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Leona Tidwell:

The guide untitled The Holy Madmen of Tibet is the book that recommended to you to see. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that article author use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when
write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You
also will get the e-book of The Holy Madmen of Tibet from the publisher to make you considerably more
enjoy free time.

Alexander Taylor:

This The Holy Madmen of Tibet is great guide for you because the content which can be full of information
for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details
accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences
but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Holy Madmen of Tibet in your
hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that
offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey
Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

Virginia Johnson:

You will get this The Holy Madmen of Tibet by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing
it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various.
Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era
like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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