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Max Weber argued that medieval religious movements were an important source for the distinctive
rationality of Western civilization. He intended to study precisaly this theme but died before he could do so.
In Schools of Asceticism, Lutz Kaelber builds on Weber'sideas by presenting afresh historical and
theoretical analysis of orthodox and heretical religious groups in the Middle Ages. He explores how doctrine
and social organization shaped ascetic conduct in these groups from the twelfth century on. Kaelber first
examines monastic and mendicant groups, correcting common misperceptions about the nature of their
ascetic practices and their significance for the emergence of a Protestant work ethic. Then he turns to two of
the largest and most widespread heretical groups in the Middle Ages, the Waldensians and the Cathars. For
the most part, Waldensians and Cathars practiced aform of "other-worldly asceticism" resembling that of
monks and nuns. For the Austrian Waldensians, however, Kaelber documents a type of "inner-worldly
asceticism" that resembled what Weber described for early modern Protestant groups. Both types of
asceticism originated in distinctive heretical establishments: Waldensian schools and Cathar "houses of
heretics." As these establishments disappeared, the boundaries separating Wal densianism and Catharism
from Catholicism collapsed. Kaelber istherefore able to link organizational aspects of heretical communities
to the tenacity of heresy in the Middle Ages.Based on exhaustive research into both primary and secondary
sources, Schools of Asceticism isabold and original book that bridges the disciplines of comparative
historical and theoretical sociology, medieval history, and religious studies.
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From reader reviews:
Nora Carter:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for usto know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Schools of Asceticism - Ppr..

Troy Jones.

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the erawhich is always change and progress. Some of

you maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is agood choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Schools of Asceticism - Ppr. isour
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this
era.

Pat Clark:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Schools of Asceticism - Ppr. book
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only
for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt Schools of Asceticism - Ppr. as good book but
not only by the cover but also through the content. Thisis one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by
its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth senseto pick this!? Oh come on your reading through
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Pear| Dyson:

This Schools of Asceticism - Ppr. is great publication for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who aways deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book
reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentencesinside. So if you are
read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Schools of Asceticism - Ppr.
in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous asingle. We can say that no e-
book that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , thisis good
reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?
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