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It was the custom in the State of Maryland to require the free colored people to have what were called free
papers. These instruments they were required to renew very often, and by charging a fee for this writing,
considerable sums from time to time were collected by the State. In these papers the name, age, color, height,
and form of the freeman were described, together with any scars or other marks upon his person which could
assist in his identification. This device in some measure defeated itself—since more than one man could be
found to answer the same general description. Hence many slaves could escape by personating the owner of
one set of papers; and this was often done as follows: A slave, nearly or sufficiently answering the
description set forth in the papers, would borrow or hire them till by means of them he could escape to a free
State, and then, by mail or otherwise, would return them to the owner. The operation was a hazardous one for
the lender as well as for the borrower. A failure on the part of the fugitive to send back the papers would
imperil his benefactor, and the discovery of the papers in possession of the wrong man would imperil both
the fugitive and his friend. It was, therefore, an act of supreme trust on the part of a freeman of color thus to
put in jeopardy his own liberty that another might be free. It was, however, not unfrequently bravely done,
and was seldom discovered. I was not so fortunate as to resemble any of my free acquaintances sufficiently
to answer the description of their papers. But I had a friend—a sailor—who owned a sailor's protection,
which answered somewhat the purpose of free papers—describing his person, and certifying to the fact that
he was a free American sailor. The instrument had at its head the American eagle, which gave it the
appearance at once of an authorized document. This protection, when in my hands, did not describe its bearer
very accurately. Indeed, it called for a man much darker than myself, and close examination of it would have
caused my arrest at the start.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Wescott:

The book My Escape From Slavery give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to
make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book My Escape From Slavery for being your
habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
a few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a publication My
Escape From Slavery. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other
folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Donald Andrews:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This My Escape From Slavery book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect
word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving
also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of My Escape From Slavery content
conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking My Escape From Slavery is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

James Adcock:

This My Escape From Slavery tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,
why. The main reason of this My Escape From Slavery can be on the list of great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that possibly will
shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this My Escape From Slavery giving you an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Matthew Thompson:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended for you is My Escape From Slavery this guide consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when
he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.
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