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Acclaimed author Anne Roiphe evokes the sights and sounds of 1880s Alexandria, Egypt, a bustling center
of trade and travel. From teeming docks to overflowing market stalls, from grand homes to grimy narrow
alleyways, cholera microbes rise and bob in streams of water and tiny droplets, clinging to moisture as man
clings to air.

With a keen mind and dedication to his work, young Louis Thuillier has impressed his mentor—famed
scientist Louis Pasteur—enough to be sent to Alexandria as one-third of the French mission searching for the
source of the cholera that is terrorizing the city. Along with the other members of the French
mission—scientists Emile Roux and Edmond Nocard and their enterprising servant Marcus—Louis longs to
find the cure, bringing glory to himself and to France. Este Malina is the lovely daughter of a respected
Jewish doctor, whose family has lived in Alexandria for hundreds of years. A life of comfort has made Este a
romantic, and she hopes to marry a man with the heart of a poet. Neither expects to find a soul mate in the
other, but when Este begins to assist at the French mission’s lab, a deep bond forms. Este, though, is engaged
to another, and Louis is not Jewish—her family would never allow them to marry.

In spite of their many differences, the lovers’ desire grows and their fantasies threaten to distract them from
their work. In Alexandria, the disease rages on, as mysterious as it was a thousand years before. Political
intrigue threatens to separate Este and Louis permanently. Their love, as fragile as the glass slides they use in
the lab, is in danger before it has had a chance to thrive.

With An Imperfect Lens, rich with the sights and scents of a different era, Anne Roiphe once again
demonstrates the storytelling power for which she has long been hailed.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Vasquez:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book An Imperfect Lens: A Novel. You can choose the best
book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book An
Imperfect Lens: A Novel. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad
you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a
book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go
to the library. Let's study.

Jose Gould:

This An Imperfect Lens: A Novel are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The explanation of this An Imperfect Lens: A Novel can be among the great books you must
have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that possibly
will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this An Imperfect Lens: A Novel
forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking
that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Gerald Conway:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This An Imperfect Lens: A Novel is
simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much
space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can
save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.

Latonya Sams:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this An Imperfect Lens: A Novel can make you really feel more interested to read.
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