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Comets have not only blazed across the celestial vault throughout human history, they have embellished the
night sky since the Earth itself formed some 4.5 billion years ago. Comets were among the first-born solid
bodies in the solar system, and their frozen nuclei tell of the primordial chemistry and chaos that ultimately
resulted in the formation of the planets, the evolution of life and us. For all this, however, comets have long
been celestial oddities: they baffled our distant ancestors, and human society continues to marvel and
speculate wildly at their appearance even to the present day. Cutting against the perceived constancy of the
stars, comets seemingly present themselves at random times and they are often interpreted as harbingers of
terrestrial change - both good and ill. How then are we to tame the comet: where do they form, how do they
move, and can their appearances be predicted? Such questions have preoccupied astronomers for centuries
but comets have only gradually allowed the secrets of their wayward flight to be revealed. In this book I
explore the historical struggle to understand not only the place of comets within a societal context, but also
the scientific quest to make their paths amenable to mathematical certitude. The latter narrative is the more
technical in content, but it took tactile form with the invention, in 1732, of the cometarium, a mechanical
device to demonstrate the first two of Kepler's planetary laws. And, this development was later paralleled, in
the mid to late 19th century, by the development of various mechanical devices (analog computers) to help
obtain solutions to Kepler's Problem - the problem which asks, exactly where in its orbit is a given comet at
some specific set time. The telling of the wayward comets story covers the past two millennia of human
history, and it takes us from the phenomenological musings of Aristotle, through the exactitude of Newton's
gravitational theory and calculus, to the truly incredible study of comet 67P/Churyumov-Gerasimenko, by
the European Space Agency's Rosetta spacecraft, in the modern era.
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From reader reviews:

Marcia Fullerton:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Wayward Comet: A
Descriptive History of Cometary Orbits, Kepler's Problem and the Cometarium book since this book offers
you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no
doubt in it you may already know.

Cheryl Alexander:

The book The Wayward Comet: A Descriptive History of Cometary Orbits, Kepler's Problem and the
Cometarium will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea
is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book
The Wayward Comet: A Descriptive History of Cometary Orbits, Kepler's Problem and the Cometarium is
much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can
easier to read the book.

Dennis Mock:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
The Wayward Comet: A Descriptive History of Cometary Orbits, Kepler's Problem and the Cometarium the
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely
can be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The The Wayward Comet: A Descriptive
History of Cometary Orbits, Kepler's Problem and the Cometarium giving you one more experience more
than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now
let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are
finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?

Nicole Montes:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet.
Every year was exactly added. This e-book The Wayward Comet: A Descriptive History of Cometary Orbits,
Kepler's Problem and the Cometarium was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge
about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how
big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways



to get book that you wanted.
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