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Why would Snorri Sturluson (c. 1179-1241), the most powerful and rapacious Icelander of his generation,
dedicate so much time and effort to producing the Edda, a text that is widely recognized as the most
significant medieval source for pre-Christian Norse myth and poetics? Kevin J. Wanner brings us a new
account of the interests that motivated the production of this text, and resolves the mystery of its genesis by
demonstrating the intersection of Snorri's political and cultural concerns and practices.

The author argues that the Edda is best understood not as an antiquarian labour of cultural conservation, but
as a present-centered effort to preserve skaldic poetry's capacity for conversion into material and symbolic
benefits in exchanges between elite Icelanders and the Norwegian court. Employing Pierre Bourdieu's
economic theory of practice, Wanner shows how modern sociological theory can be used to illuminate the
cultural practices of the European Middle Ages. In doing so, he provides the most detailed analysis to date of
how the Edda relates to Snorri's biography, while shedding light on the arenas of social interaction and
competition that he negotiated.

A fascinating look at the intersections of political interest and cultural production, Snorri Sturluson and the
Edda is a detailed portrait of both an important man and the society of his times.
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From reader reviews:

James Marcus:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Snorri Sturluson and the Edda: The Conversion of Cultural
Capital in Medieval Scandinavia (Toronto Old Norse-Icelandic Series (TONIS)). Try to face the book Snorri
Sturluson and the Edda: The Conversion of Cultural Capital in Medieval Scandinavia (Toronto Old Norse-
Icelandic Series (TONIS)) as your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and
beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes
you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience in
addition to knowledge with this book.

Mildred Perkins:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Snorri
Sturluson and the Edda: The Conversion of Cultural Capital in Medieval Scandinavia (Toronto Old Norse-
Icelandic Series (TONIS))? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend
your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion
or you have some other opinion?

Jerry Bates:

The book Snorri Sturluson and the Edda: The Conversion of Cultural Capital in Medieval Scandinavia
(Toronto Old Norse-Icelandic Series (TONIS)) can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book Snorri Sturluson
and the Edda: The Conversion of Cultural Capital in Medieval Scandinavia (Toronto Old Norse-Icelandic
Series (TONIS))? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that
you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Snorri
Sturluson and the Edda: The Conversion of Cultural Capital in Medieval Scandinavia (Toronto Old Norse-
Icelandic Series (TONIS)) has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you.
You can search the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Joshua Allen:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Snorri Sturluson and the Edda: The Conversion of
Cultural Capital in Medieval Scandinavia (Toronto Old Norse-Icelandic Series (TONIS)) can give you a lot



of friends because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you
to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Snorri Sturluson and the Edda: The Conversion of
Cultural Capital in Medieval Scandinavia (Toronto Old Norse-Icelandic Series (TONIS)).
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