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Symbolic Caxton is the first study to explore the introduction of printing in symbolic terms. It presents a
powerful literary history in which the fifteenth century is crucial to the overall story of English literature.
William Kuskin argues that the development of print production is part of a larger social network involving
the political, economic, and literary systems that produce the intangible constellations of identity and
authority. For Kuskin, William Caxton (1422–1491), the first English printer, becomes a unique lens through
which to view these issues. Kuskin contends that recognizing the fundamental complexity inherent in the
transformation from manuscript to print—the power of literature to formulate its audience, the intimacy of
capital and communication, the closeness of commodities and identity—makes possible a clear
understanding of the way cultural, bibliographical, financial, and technological instruments intersect in a
process of symbolic production.

While this book is the first to connect the contents of late medieval literature to its technological form, it also
speaks to contemporary culture, wrestling with our own paradigm shift in the relationship between literature
and technology.
 
“This is an important book about the origins of printing and print culture in England by North America’s
leading younger scholar of William Caxton. It will contribute to debates about the English fifteenth century
and the nature of Chaucerian reception. And it will offer a productive qualification and, at times, corrective
to larger and more general accounts of print history.” —Seth Lerer, Avalon Foundation Professor in the
Humanities, Stanford University
 
“This elegant, closely-argued study is one of the most important books to have yet appeared on Caxton and
fifteenth-century English literary culture. Kuskin’s fine-grained attention to book history, his allegiance to
the conceptual methodology of ‘history of the book’, and his command of literary history all combine to
reconfigure our view of early print production, patronage, commerce, and literary authority. This is a major
contribution to the history of vernacular textual production and vernacular knowledge in the fifteenth
century—and to media history as a whole.” —Professor Ruth Evans, The University of Stirling
 
"There are certainly recent books on Caxton, but none that takes the literary approach used here, which is
what makes the book such an important contribution to the field. It serves as a solid introduction to the
subject of printing in England in the fifteenth century. William Kuskin shows how print, through a 'logic of
reproduction,' constructs and shapes its audience." —Maura Nolan, University of California, Berkeley
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From reader reviews:

Carlos Wesley:

The book Symbolic Caxton: Literary Culture and Print Capitalism can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book Symbolic Caxton: Literary
Culture and Print Capitalism? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book
can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Symbolic
Caxton: Literary Culture and Print Capitalism has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Eric Sanders:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent in writing,
they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this Symbolic Caxton: Literary
Culture and Print Capitalism.

Nathan Barnes:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what kinds of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us
novel, comics, as well as soon. The Symbolic Caxton: Literary Culture and Print Capitalism provide you
with new experience in studying a book.

Angie Blakney:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is Symbolic Caxton: Literary Culture and Print Capitalism this
publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented



so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand.
Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.
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