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"It is only the unimaginative who ever invents," Oscar Wilde once remarked. "The true artist is known by the
use he makes of what he annexes, and he annexes everything." Converying a similar awareness, James Joyce
observes in Finnegan's Wake that storytelling is in reality "stolen-telling," that art always involves some sort
of "theft" or borrowing.

Usually literary borrowings are so integrated into the new work as to be disguised; however, according to
David Cowart, recent decades have seen an increasing number of texts that attach themselves to their sources
in seemingly parasitic—but, more accurately, symbiotic—dependence. It is this kind of mutuality that
Cowart examines in his wide-ranging and richly provocative study Literary Symbiosis. Cowart considers, for
instance, what happens when Tom Stoppard, in Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead, rewrites Hamlet
from the point of view of its two most insignificant characters, or when Jean Rhys, in Wide Sargasso Sea,
imagines the early life of Bertha Rochester, the mad-woman in the attic in Jane Eyre.

In such works of literary symbiosis, Cowart notes, intertextuality surrenders its usual veil of near invisibility
to become concrete and explicit—a phenomenon that Cowart sees as part of the postmodern tendency toward
self-consciousness and self-reflexivity. He recognizes that literary symbiosis has some close cousins and so
limits his compass to works that are genuine reinterpretations, writings that cast a new light on earlier works
through "some tangible measure of formal or thematic evolution, whether on the part of the guest alone or
the host and guest together." Proceeding from this intriguing premise, he offers detailed readings of texts that
range from Auden's "The Sea and the Mirror," based on The Tempest, to Valerie Martin's reworking of The
Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde as Mary Reilly, to various fictions based on Robinson Crusoe. He
also considers, in Nabokov's Pale Fire, a compelling example of text and parasite-text within a single work.

Drawing on and responding to the ideas of disparate thinkers and critics—among them Freud, Harold Bloom,
Jacques Lacan, Jacques Derrida, Hillis Miller, and Henry Louis Gates Jr.—Cowart discusses literary
symbiosis as Oedipal drama, as reading and misreading, as deconstruction, as Signifying, and as epistemic
dialogue. Although his main examples come from the contemporary period, he refers to works dating as far
back as the classical era, works representing a range of genres (drama, fiction, poetry, opera, and film). The
study of literary symbiosis, Cowart contends, can reveal much about the dynamics of literary renewal in
every age. If all literature redeems the familiar, he suggests, literary symbiosis redeems the familiar in
literature itself.
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From reader reviews:

Melinda Kendall:

The book Literary Symbiosis: The Reconfigured Text in Twentieth-Century Writing can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
the great thing like a book Literary Symbiosis: The Reconfigured Text in Twentieth-Century Writing? Some
of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you
could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Literary Symbiosis: The Reconfigured
Text in Twentieth-Century Writing has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for
you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Kai Martin:

The guide with title Literary Symbiosis: The Reconfigured Text in Twentieth-Century Writing has lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist
new information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can
read the item anywhere you want.

Henry Howell:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Literary Symbiosis: The Reconfigured Text in Twentieth-Century Writing can make
you experience more interested to read.

William Brown:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Literary Symbiosis: The
Reconfigured Text in Twentieth-Century Writing.
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