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The prevailing view isthat existentialism is a product of post—World War 11 Europe and had no significant
presence in the United States before the 1940s. Jean-Paul Sartre and associates are credited with establishing
the philosophy in France, and later introducing it to Americans. But conventional wisdom about
existentialism in the United States is mistaken. The United States actually developed its own unique brand of
existentialism several years before Sartre and company published their first existentialist works. Film noir,
and the hard-boiled fiction that served asitsinitial source material, represent one form of American
existentialism that was produced independently of European philosophy. Hard-boiled fiction introduced the
tough and savvy private detective, the duplicitous femme-fatale, the innocent victim of circumstance, and the
confessing but remorseless murderer. Creators of this uniquely American crime genre engaged existential
themes of isolation, anxiety, futility, and death in the thrilling context of the urban crime thriller. The film
noir cycle of Hollywood cinema brought these features to the screen, and offered a distinctively dark visual
style compatible with the unorthodox narrative techniques of hard-boiled fiction writers. Film noir has
gained critical acceptance for its artistic merit, and the term has a ubiquitous presence in American culture.
Americans have much to gain by recognizing their own contributors to the history of existentialism.
Existentialism, Film Noir, and Hard-Boiled Fiction describes and celebrates a unique form of existentialism
produced mostly by and for working-class people. Faison’s analysis of the existentialist value of early
twentieth-century crime stories and filmsillustrates that philosophical ideas are available from arich
diversity of sources. Faison examines the plight of philosophy, which occupies asmall corner of the
academy, and is largely ignored beyond its walls. According to the author, philosophers do themselves and
the public a disservice when they restrict what is called existentialism, or philosophy, to that which the
academy traditionally approves. The tendency to limit the range of sanctioned material led the professional
community to miss the philosophical importance of the critically acclaimed phenomenon known as film noir,
and significantly contributes to the contemporary status of philosophy. Existentialism, Film Noir, and Hard-
Boiled Fiction properly identifies existentialism, not as the original creation of post—World War 11
Europeans, but as a shorthand term used to describe a compelling vision of the world. The themes associated
with existentialism are found in the ancient Greek tragedies, and dramatic narrative has been the preferred
conveyance of the existentialist message. American and European philosophers present during the early
decades of the twentieth century, agreed that the United States was not fertile soil for the existentialist
message, but the popularity of hard-boiled fiction and film noir contradicts such claims. Faison examines and
emphasi zes the working-class origins and orientation of hard-boiled fiction to revea the division between
elites and working-class Americans that led to the ill-informed conclusion. Faison effectively challenges the
frequent assertion that the intellectual and creative sources of film noir are to be found in European thinkers
and movements, and establishes film noir, like hard-boiled fiction, as a uniquely American phenomenon.
Existentialism, Film Noir, and Hard-Boiled Fiction is scholarly and accessible, and will appea to academics
interested in existentialism, philosophy, and interdisciplinary studies, film enthusiasts interested in the
narrative and visual techniques employed in film noir, and fans of hard-boiled mystery fiction and the work
of screen legends of the Hollywood studio era.
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From reader reviews:
Noah Giles:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become alife style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particul ar
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
really feel happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the
Existentialism, Film Noir, and Hard-Boiled Fiction iskind of publication which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Ronald Smith:

The book with title Existentialism, Film Noir, and Hard-Boiled Fiction posesses alot of information that you
canlearnit. You can get alot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point. That isimportant to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the
internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Edgar Foley:

Exactly why? Because this Existentialism, Film Noir, and Hard-Boiled Fiction is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who €else write the book in such awesome way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So ,
itisgood for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will giveyou a
lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
technique. So, still want to delay having that book? If | had been you | will go to the book store hurriedly.

Candace Edwards:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. Aswe
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By the book Existentialism, Film Noir, and Hard-Boiled Fiction we can take more advantage. Don't
you to be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that
ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book Existentialism, Film Noir, and
Hard-Boiled Fiction. Y ou can more pleasing than now.
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