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Psychedelics, neuroscience, and historical biography come together when a journalist finds a lost photograph
of Aldous Huxley and uncovers a hidden side of the celebrated author of Brave New World and The Doors of
Perception. Allene Symons had no inkling that Aldous Huxley was once a friend of her father's until the
summer of 2001 when she discovered a box of her dad's old photographs. For years in the 1940s and '50s,
her father had meticulously photographed human hands in the hope of developing a science of predicting
human aptitudes and even mental illness. In the box, along with all the other hand images, was one with the
name of Aldous Huxley on the back. How was it possible for two such unlikely people to cross paths--her
aircraft-engineer father and the famous author?

This question sparked a journalist's quest to understand what clearly seemed to be a little-known interest of
Aldous Huxley. Through interviews, road trips, and family documents, the author reconstructs a time
peaking in mid-1950s Los Angeles when Huxley experimented with psychedelic substances, ran afoul of
gatekeepers, and advocated responsible use of such hallucinogens to treat mental illness as well as to achieve
states of mind called mystical. Because the author's father had studied hundreds of hands, including those of
schizophrenics, he was invited into Huxley's research and discussion circle. 

This intriguing narrative about the early psychedelic era throws new light on one of the 20th-century's
foremost intellectuals, showing that his experiments in consciousness presaged pivotal scientific research
underway today.
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From reader reviews:

Clair Lemanski:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Aldous Huxley's Hands:
His Quest for Perception and the Origin and Return of Psychedelic Science. All type of book can you see on
many solutions. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Elaine Moore:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Aldous Huxley's Hands: His Quest for
Perception and the Origin and Return of Psychedelic Science book because book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.

Louis Hudson:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Aldous Huxley's Hands: His Quest
for Perception and the Origin and Return of Psychedelic Science can be the solution, oh how comes? The
new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is
common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Ernie Fleishman:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Aldous Huxley's Hands: His Quest for Perception and the Origin and
Return of Psychedelic Science can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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