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There is no better way to see America than on foot. And there is no better way to appreciate what you are
looking at than with a walking tour. Whether you are preparing for a road trip or just out to look at your own
town in a new way, a downloadable walking tour is ready to explore when you are.

Each walking tour describes historical and architectural landmarks and provides pictures to help out when
those pesky street addresses are missing. Every tour also includes a quick primer on identifying architectural
styles seen on American streets.

Juan Ponce de Leon poked around this coast in 1513 and claimed the land for Spain. Afterwards both the
French and Spanish attempted colonization in Florida but nothing took hold until 1565 when Spanish King
Phillip II dispatched Pedro Menendez de Aviles to establish a base from which to attack the French.
Menendex arrived in Florida on the feast day of St. Augustine of Hippo and named his landing site after the
saint. From that day on the town has been continuously occupied, establishing St. Augustine as the oldest
city in America.

It was not without struggle. The town was sacked by pirates and under regular threat or attack, especially as
the English colonies began spreading down the American coast in the 1600s. As such St. Augustine evolved
as a military post more than as an economic and cultural center. After the town was attacked and plundered
by English privateer Robert Searle in 1688 the Spanish began in 1672 the construction of a more secure
fortification, the Castillo de San Marcos, which still stands today as the nation's oldest fort.

As part of the Treaty of Paris ending the French and Indian War in 1763 the British received Florida in
exchange for relinquishing control of occupied Cuba. Almost all of the more than 3,000 Spaniards sailed
away, mostly to Cuba. The British were energetic stewards but the territory was ceded back to Spain by the
United States in 1783 as recognition for their assistance in the American Revolution. Many of the St.
Augustine exiles returned but by this time Spain was struggling to retain its distant colonies and it was only a
matter of time before Florida would become a United States territory. It happened peaceably in 1821 by way
of the Adams-Onis Treaty.

St. Augustine's military heritage continued under American rule. The town played a role in the Seminole
Wars and the War Between the States and the old fort was a military prison during the Spanish-American
War. Only in 1898, after more than 200 years as an active fort under five different flags was the Castillo de
San Marcos deactivated.

Henry Flagler, a failed salt miner, went into the oil refining business with John D. Rockefeller in 1867 and
they built the biggest business empire in the world. Although Rockefeller's is the name most associated with
Standard Oil, he always gave the credit to its success to Flagler. On a wedding trip to Florida with his second
wife in 1881 the Flaglers visited St. Augustine where they were charmed with the town's Old World Spanish
flavor. In short order Flagler gave up day-to-day operations at Standard Oil and set about developing St.
Augustine as "the Newport of the South." His vision would soon extend down the peninsula, however,
extending his railroad and development all the way to Key West by 1912. What Flagler started in St.
Augustine with a 540-room hotel would grow into a personal bet of $50 million on the future of Florida.



Over the years St. Augustine has tried to maintain that Spanish charm that bewitched Henry Flagler 130
years ago and to see how they've succeeded we will begin at the busy Visitor Center...
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From reader reviews:

Asia Haynes:

This A Walking Tour of St. Augustine, Florida (Look Up, America!) tend to be reliable for you who want to
be a successful person, why. The reason of this A Walking Tour of St. Augustine, Florida (Look Up,
America!) can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge.
This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this A Walking Tour of St. Augustine, Florida (Look Up, America!) giving you an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Michael Torres:

Typically the book A Walking Tour of St. Augustine, Florida (Look Up, America!) will bring you to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book A Walking Tour of St. Augustine, Florida (Look
Up, America!) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site,
so you can quicker to read the book.

Jean Cunningham:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love A Walking Tour of St. Augustine, Florida
(Look Up, America!), you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on
its named reading friends.

Mary Christensen:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book A Walking Tour of St. Augustine, Florida (Look
Up, America!) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
available a book and study it. Beside that the reserve A Walking Tour of St. Augustine, Florida (Look Up,
America!) can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this
time.
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