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What role did the courts play in the demise of Germany's first democracy and Hitler's rise to power?
Courtroom to Revolutionary Stage challenges the orthodox interpretation of Weimar political justice.
Henning Grunwald argues that an exclusive focus on reactionary judges and a preoccupation with number-
crunching verdicts has obscured precisely that aspect of trials most fascinating to contemporary observers:
their drama. Drawing on untapped sources and material previously inaccessible in English, Grunwald shows
how an innovative group of party lawyers transformed dry legal proceedings into spectacular ideological
clashes. Supported by powerful party legal offices (which have hitherto escaped scholarly notice almost
entirely), they developed a sophisticated repertoire of techniques at the intersection of criminal law, politics,
and public relations.

Harnessing the emotional appeal of tens of thousands of trials, Communists and (emulating them) National
Socialists institutionalized party legal aid in order to build their ideological communities. Defendants turned
into martyrs, trials into performances of ideological self-sacrifice, and the courtroom into 'revolutionary
stage', as one prominent party lawyer put it. It is this political justice as 'revolutionary stage' that most
powerfully impacted Weimar political culture.

While it helps to explain Weimar's demise, this argument about the theatricality of justice transcends
interwar Germany. Trials were compelling not because they offered instruction about the revolutionary
struggle, but because in a sense they were the revolutionary struggle. The ideological struggle, their message
ran, left no room for fairness, no possibility of a 'neutral platform': justice was unattainable until the Republic
was destroyed.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Hollars:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yes,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a book, we give you that Courtroom to Revolutionary Stage:
Performance and Ideology in Weimar Political Trials book as beginner and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Thad Whitehead:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book Courtroom to Revolutionary Stage: Performance and Ideology in Weimar
Political Trials was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like
today, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Keith Barnett:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Courtroom to Revolutionary Stage:
Performance and Ideology in Weimar Political Trials was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we
know that book Courtroom to Revolutionary Stage: Performance and Ideology in Weimar Political Trials has
many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can
read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you
bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to
like reading in which.

Jody Watson:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of
book Courtroom to Revolutionary Stage: Performance and Ideology in Weimar Political Trials. You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and
make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from
one spot to other place.
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