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In 1861, when the Confederate States of America seceded from the Union and Civil War broke out between
the North and the South, few people had much idea of the scale, intensity, and duration of the conflict they
were about to enter. Politicians, generals, and common folk on both sides blithely assumed that the conflict
would be over quickly and were naively convinced of the superiority of the leadership and the forces at their
disposal. Three years later, after many horrendous battles and huge loss of life, the tragic realities of this war
had begun to sink in. Stalemate had led to great frustration and suggested a protracted conflict with no end in
sight.

In this successor volume to his acclaimed Origins of the American Civil War (1996), Civil War historian
Brian Holden Reid examines in depth the operational military history during the first three years of
America’s Civil War. In particular, he focuses on generalship, command decisions, strategy, and tactics, as
well as the experiences of ordinary soldiers.

Besides lack of experience among generals, Holden Reid reveals that for the first few years of the war there
was considerable indecisiveness in the North, a hesitancy to punish the South, and a fruitless hope that the
Confederacy would agree to some form of reconciliation. He highlights certain important political and social
developments during the course of the war that had an effect on Union soldiers and shows how their views
became a catalyst in hardening the attitudes in the North toward the South.

This important analysis makes a major contribution to Civil War military history within the larger context of
a turbulent political and social climate. It will be followed by another work covering the final eighteen
months of the conflict.
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From reader reviews:

James Stover:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for all of us. The book America's Civil War: The Operational Battlefield, 1861-
1863 has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It
is extremely advantages for you. The e-book America's Civil War: The Operational Battlefield, 1861-1863 is
not only giving you considerably more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel
bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book
America's Civil War: The Operational Battlefield, 1861-1863. You never experience lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Juanita Hernandez:

This America's Civil War: The Operational Battlefield, 1861-1863 book is not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside
this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information
you will get. This specific America's Civil War: The Operational Battlefield, 1861-1863 without we
recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry
America's Civil War: The Operational Battlefield, 1861-1863 can bring any time you are and not make your
tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even
cellphone. This America's Civil War: The Operational Battlefield, 1861-1863 having fine arrangement in
word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Mary Haskell:

This America's Civil War: The Operational Battlefield, 1861-1863 usually are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The reason why of this America's Civil War: The Operational Battlefield,
1861-1863 can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed
types. Beside that this America's Civil War: The Operational Battlefield, 1861-1863 forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Faye Michaels:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book America's Civil War: The Operational
Battlefield, 1861-1863 was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
America's Civil War: The Operational Battlefield, 1861-1863 has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on



there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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